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GRAPEVINE is an alternative paper 
produced by people living ana working 
in Cambridge. It aims to cover news 
which the commercial press, because 
of its social or political bias, 
distorts or lgnores, 


There is no editor - everyone being 
involved in any parts of the produc- 
tion process they wish to be. The 
price we Charge is determined by our 
costs, none of us gets paid and we 
hope to break even each issue. In 
fact, we regularly make a small loss. 
(We are not aligned with, or funded 
by any political party or grouping). 


Grapevine depends entirely on support 
from its readers and we always 
welcome anyone who wishes to help in 
‘tany sort of way. We particularly 
welcome articles from any local group 
or individual on issues specifically 
relevant to things going on in Canm- 
bridge in which they are involved. 

We hope readers will find the paper 
both interesting and useful as a 
means of finding out more about what 
is going on in Cambridge. We would 
like to hear people's reactions to 
Grapevine whether critical or approv- 
ing in order to help us improve 

the contents. 


Each issue is planned at a meeting 
to which everyone is welcome to 
come and contribute, 





; The meeting to discuss this issue 
Pies: Te and plan the next .one will be at 
ithe 41a Fitzroy St, on Tuesday 


=e 31st July at 8. pm. 


ae PS AN APOLOGY :- to everyone who 


* Bs +q for a subscripti few issues 
a ss maid for a subscription a 
os a . We have lost. the list of 


-— * subscribers and probably forgot a 

_ few of you so please if you haven t 

Rp been receiving copies, let us know! 
| as 



























































AGGIE SEz: 

GRAPEVINE weens You | 

SO STOP PUSSY FOOTING AROUND 
+LET US KNOW WHAT YOURE 
DOING , WHATS GOING OW IV 
CAMBRIDGE THAT CONCERNS You 
= OTHER PEOPLE WANT To kwow!! 
o> GRAPEVINE 


Yo blo FITZROY ST, 
Tet: 52137, 


- 


Ok ?! 


following shops: 
Arjuna, 12 Mill Rd. 


Browne's Bookshop, Mill Rd. 
The Bookshop, Magdalene St. 
The Post Office, Castle St. 
Potters, Fitzroy St. 
Waffles, Fitzroy St. 
Anarchist bookstall, CCAT, 
outside canteen, Thursdays 
11 - 2. eee 


Thanks to all 


You can buy Grapevine at the 


Dillons Bookshop, Silver St. 


Word has it that the Claimants 
Union is alive and kickin’ in 
the Bath House - Weds. 2 - 5 
p.m. It's a one man operation 
just now, with Ian handling a 
steady flow of enquiries. 


"What's the Claimants’ Union?" 
cry the people. Basically, it’s 
whatever claimants getting to- 
gether make it. Previous groups 
in Cambridge have provided ad- 
visory services and have under- 
taken correspondence with the 
DHSS and appeals tribunals 

when asked. A central concern 
all along has been spreading 
information on Welfare Rights. 


The hope was that it would not 
fall on a few individuals to 
provide a service for all other 
Claimants. Visionaries of the 
movement have spoken of a loose 
Organisation of claimants shar- 
ing knowledge and experience of 
dealings with the DHSS. For 
instance, if you've carried 
through an appeal, what you 
learned would be very use- 

ful to someone who doesn't 

Know what to expect. 


However, it has tended to fall 
on a few individuals to provide 
a service for other claimants. 
The present group has been 
whittled down, by employment 
and premature old age, to one 
Ian. 


Go on, you'd love to give him 

a hand, even if you just fancy 
putting up a couple of posters 
or distributing the odd leaflet 
now and again. If you want to 
go a bit deeper there's no 
mysteries: most of the info is 
in one little handbook, and the 
best way to learn is by just 
doing it. 


Interested? Drop by the Bath 
House on Weds. between 2 and 
5, or ring Ian on 69986 or 

Billy on 55053, after six or 
at weekends. 


Newsagents: 


White's, Kings Parade 
Baker's, Arts Cinema Passage 
Gray's, Trumpington St. 
Ladd's, Bradwell's Court 
Beedell's, Mill Rd. Bridge 
Newnham newsagents, 38 
Newnham Rd. 

Lambert and Ward, 46 Hills Rd. 
Norfolk St. Newsagents. 
Sainsbury's, Brooks Rd./Cold- 
hams Lane 


these shops for 


stocking the magazine. 
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lo housing 
misery? 


The Empty Property Action Group 
(EPAG) are questioning the 
Claim recently made ina report 
by senior officials of Cam- 
bridge City Council that only 26 
Council owned residential 
properties in the city are 
unused. 


Councillors sympathetic to 

EPAG had put.a motion to the 
council, urging it to use short- 
life council-owned property 

for temporary accommodation. 
EPAG's recently published 
survey of empty property in 
Cambridge identifies 81 City 
Council owned properties which 
were empty in March 1979. 


The Council Officials‘ Report 
says that "the short term use 
of these properties, for hous- 
ing purposes" would require 
"the use of part of the HIP 
(Housing Improvement) Alloca- 
tion". This need not be so. 
Similarly it is seriously mis- 
leading for Coun. Gough-Goodman 
to claim at a recent meeting of 
+he Central Development Action 
Panel (at which the council re- 
port was presented) that to make 
these properties fit for short 
term accommodation "would cost 
the ratepayers tens of thousands 
of pounds". 
EPAG, which has been receiving 
advice from the Housing Emergen- 
Office (a subgroup of shelter) 
will goon be in a position to 
draw on Central Government funds 
to improve some of these empty 
properties (under a licensing 
agreement with the council) to a 
| rd fit for temporary 
accommodation, This will not 
cost the ratepayer a penny, and 


it will in fact provide the 


: -{1 with an income from 
licence fees and rates. 
is not the only PEgRt ent 
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Indeed, all the Gouncil offic- 
ials say is that "EPAG has make 
an application to the Housing 
corporation for registration 
as a housing association, but 
to date has not been accepted”. 
This is untrue, and the fact 
that Council officers did not 
check this information, as 
well as the absence of any 
attempt on their part to seek 
out other housing associations 
for this purpose, shows how 
reluctant they are to adopt the 
strategy recommended in the 
Government circular. 


EPAG does not intend to apply 
to the Housing Corporation for 
registration. Instead, the 
group is in the process of 
applying for registration with 
the registrar of Provident and 
Friendly societies under the 
1965 Act governing those bodies. 
Once registered in this way, 
EPAG will be in a position to 
receive from the housing cor- 
poration, via a Housing 
Association registered under 
the 1975 Housing Act, Mini 
Housing Aid Grants which would 
be adequate to enable us to im- 
prove some Council owned empty 
properties for short term 
accommodation. 


Me Council Officials claim that 
"A111 of the (unused Council owned 
properties are unfit, and the 
cost of improving them would be 
substantial". EPAG point out that 
some of these properties were 


recently occupied in substantially 
the same condition that they are 


in now. Furthermore, many of 
the houses are in the dreadful 
state they are in now because 
of the Council's stupid and de- 


structive policy of wrecking 


them as soon as they were 
vacated. And EPAG has learned 
from experience to distrust 
large estimates for repair that 
come from the council. In 1977, 
then councillor Powley told an 
EPAG meeting that 56 Histon Rd. 
would cost over £5000 to repair. 
The group managed to restore 

it for less than £500 and there 
are now four people in the 
house. 

With a little bit of common 
sense and sympathy from the 
Council, EPAG would be able 

to restore more houses for 
short-life accommodation, and 
achieve the primary aim of 

the groups to get people housed. 


Page 3 


The Cambridge Empty Property 
Action Group (EPAG) have just 
published a new empty property 
survey, compiled this spring 


and entitled Another Empty Home: 


The survey lists every property 
in Cambridge which was empty 2 
the time the investigation was 
conducted. It includes brief 
details of the condition the 
building is in, the owners 
where they are known, and the 
length of time the property has 
been empty. 


The survey shows that there are 
now well over 400 unused build- 
ings in Cambridge, many having 
been empty for many years. This 
figure has not declined since 
the first survey was undertaken 
2 years ago, 


The majér offenders are shown 
to be first and foremost the 
City Council, closely followed 
by various colleges of the Uni- 
versity. There are a good few 
owned by the Co-op and Cambs. 
County Council. 


The largest concentration of 
empty buildings is in the Kite, 
which has over 150, both in the 
area to be redeveloped and in 
the area being rehabilitated, 
The next worst area is St. 
Matthews, where many houses 
have lain empty for years. 


The Survey and the report which 
accompanies it concede that 
sometimes there are under- 
standable reasons why a house 
should remain empty for a 
period of time - between 
occupants, for example. But 
there is no excuse for an 

owner to do nothing with a 
property for a matter of years, 


Since its formation, EPAG has 
been approaching property 
owners in an attempt to find 
out why buildings are being 
misused. The Group is willing 
to try to bring some buildings 


back irtto use itself. EPAG is 
in the process of registering 
as a friendly society This 
will enable the group to admin- 
ister grants available from the 
Housing Corporation (part of 
the Department of the Environ- 
ment) to renovate houses on a 
short term basis. At present 
the group administers one 
house rented for a nominal sum 
from the city council. 


The Survey costs 25p, and is 
available from the SCA office 
at 3 Round Church, or from 
Arjuna, at 12 Mill Road. 

54+Ge 
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~PYOZE AND BOREDOM 


Readers of Grapevine will 
be pleased to hear that Cambri 
City Council decided to maven 
freedom of the City to the Ro a 
Anglian Regiment. This was a 
acknowledgement Of the warm SS 
of the City of Cambridge for eae 

Royal Anglian Regiment and to 
mark the City's desire fo 
and friendly association 
the Regiment'. 


ra close 
with 


The Council decided 
£500 on the present 
freedom. The money was to be 
spent on“a scroll, and casket 

and hospitality", Unfortunately 
most of the Regiment were on 
duty Overseas and the presentation 
had "to be to the Colonel of the 
regiment, unaccompanied by the 
usual ceremony and Parade", 


to spend 
ation of the 


So who was ther to enjoy their 
hospitality? This, we are told, 
Was consumed entirely by “the 
Colonel, a few other represent- 
atives of the regiment and 
members of the Council”. 


Of cours, we hope they all had 
a good time. But,we may wonder, 
do councillors make a habit of 
this sort of thing? Well, if 
you asked them, they would have 
to admit that they don't do too 
badly. They have managed to 
arrange a regular flow of dis- 
tinguished persons for whom they 
- feel enough “warm regard" and " 
"desire for close and friendly 
association” to share hospitality 
with - on the house, so to speak. 
Furthermore,they seem confident 
that, in future years, the supply 
will not run dry. To cope with 


this, and to ensure the continu- 
ation of such essential Council 
business, £3,000 has been budgeted 
for hospitality for each of the 
next five financial years. 


2 Mic : 
‘ 





Hardened consumers of 
hospitality on the Council 
(who are no doubt full of 
“warm regard", etc) may have been 
surprised to notice that one 
councillor voted against the 
latest bout. The dissent was 
motivated, presumably, by a 
feeling that this was not the 
most beneficial way of spending 
rate-payers’ money. “These left- 
rs", one can imagine it 
being muttered, “don't they 
want us to have any fun”. 





Will They or Won't They ? 


Not long after the local elections 
which lost the Conservatives over 
all control of the City Council, 
doubts have been raised in the 
minds of many of the electorate, 
including some members of the 
Labour Party, about the det- 
ermination of the Labour Group on 
the Council to carry out tbir 
electoral pledge to do all they 
leqally can to oppose the compre- 
hensive Kite redevelpoment scheme. 


Neaotiations took plaé¢e immediat 
ely after the election to deter- 
mine the membership of the Counc- 
il committees and sub-committees 
which was to be recommended to 
full Council on May 17th. 


The Labour Group were subject to 
severe criticism from within the 
‘City Labour Party when it emerg- 
ed that,amongst other things,they 
had not pushed for chairmanships 
on any committees and had allowed 
the Tories clear majorities on all 
the important committees(with the 
excepion of Environment), includ- 
ing Central Developments Action 
Panel - which, in the past, has 
taken many of the crucial decis- 
ions on the Kite -- on which they 
agreed to accept only 2 seats. 


There is no doubt that the Labour 
Group need not hae accepted such 
a weak positon - thgy could have 
achieved majoriities on many of 
the important committees for a 
combined Labour, Liberal and 
Independent opposition to Tory 
support for the comprehensive 
Kite redevelopment. 


Because of this, a resolution, 
insisting that the Labour Group 
should push for 3 seats on CDAP 
was put to the General Management 
Committee of the City Labour Party 
on May 14th, The resolution was 
pyrene by 37 votes for and 8 ag- 
ainst. At a meeting followng this 
the Labour Croup, in defiance of 
this Overwhelming mandate from 
the Labour Party, decided to re- 
affirm their previous decision to 
only qo for 2 seats on CDAP, As a 
consequence, Petersfield Ward Lab- 
our Party passed a resolution, to 


go to GMC, urging tha 


ord 
pe Group policy» 
differs 
policy, 
account 
candidates 
par Bey aces not have the power 
power to dic 
our Councillors 
broad ter 
manifesto 
er of selecti 
co election to t 


t the voting 
i >stablis- 
ncillosB in es 
ores where this 
from City Labour Party 
should be taken into 


be 
they apply to 
ab sige re-election to 


(Although the Lab- 


tate policy to Lab- 
(except in the 

i in the 
ms laid down in 
) it does have the pow- 
n candidates for 
he Council.) 


This resolution, together 
with another urging discip- 
linary action against coun- 
cillors breaking Group policy, 
was supported, at a later GMC 
meetina by two short serving 
councillors and opposed by a 
number of long serving counc- 
illors on the grounds that, 
with their many years of ex- 
perience on the Council, they 
knew best and that therefore, 
-it was not fair to tie them 
down on"the narrow issue of 
adhering to party policy”. 
(They called this attitude 
"political courage", though 
it is also known as “going 
your own way™ Or, more ; 
Simply, as "not giving a #!!#) 
One short server replied b 
saying he thought that some 
councillors were getting 


“above the people” - at which 
the leader of the Labour Group 


left the room..It was also emp 
emphasised that party workers 
felt let down, after election 
Campaigning, when councillors 
voted in ways which appeared 
to be out of line with party 
policy. Both resolutions were 
carried with substantial ma j- 
orities, the remaining iong 
serving councillors voting 
against. 


SATS .. 


There followed, on May 17th, a 
stormy Council meeting at which 
Counc. Colin Rosenstiel, a lib- 
eral, embarassed the Labour 
group by proposing, as ammend- 
ments to the committee member 
ship being recommended, that 
there should be 3 Labour members 
On CDAP and extra Labour or Lib- 
eral members of various other 
committees, This was embarass- 
ing because these ammendments - 
which would have increased Lab- 
Our membership of committees 
and resulted in Lab-Lib control 
for some of them --would have 
been passed if the Labour Group 
had all voted for thmm, Yet the 
Labour Group had decided to ab- 
Stain from voting on any ammend- 
ments to the recommended comm- 
ittee membership which they hdd 
already aqreed upon, 


In speaking in support of his 
ammendments Counc. Rosenstiel 
reminded the Labour Group that 
many of them owed their elect- 
ion to, and the Tories had lost 
control because of, the issue of 
the Kite. He claimed that,in not 
going for more seats on committ- 
ees, they were letting down the 
electorate over their pledges on 
the Kite. “You are ratting on 
your commitment that you made to 
the electorate", he told the 
Labour Group. He described the 
agreed compositon of committees 
as “ an agreement between Labour 
and the Tories to do down the 
electorate” and claimed that 
“the people who voted. Labour 
might as well have voka Tory" 


wiODp, 


The newly elected Mayor, and 
chairman Of the Council, had 
difficulty controlling the up- 
roar which followed. Condemnat-, 
ion and some abuse were directed 
at Counc. Rosenstiel from both 
both Labour and Tory councillors 
one after another until a Labour 
councillor rounded off the exx 
change by saying that "all Counc 
Rosenstiel can think of is his 
Kite". Doris Howes, leader of 
the Labour Group, defended the 
Groups position by saying that 
they had already agreed on the 
5 : committee membership to push 
arcs for and that they did not want 
is to be forced into a position 
where they might be forced to 
make “deals"with the Liberals 
because they held the balance 
of power. Throughout the debate 
Counc. Rosenstiel’s ammendments 
aru g were portrayed as bids for more 
Pe power for the Liberals - despite 
the fact that, in the main, it 
was an increased Labour member- 
_ ship of committees that he was 
_-——s—sproposing. The logic of their 
ss position seems to be that, in 
pee es order to prevent the Liberals 
sd gaining any more power on the 
--—-s Council, the Labour Group are 
_——s—sspFepared to go to the lengths — 
yr: of allowing the Tories to take. 


_ ss ss eff fective control.Counc. Howes | 
-——s—=ss finally argued that CDAP was not . 
ag important as Counc. Rosenst= — 
ss fel had made out and that it. 


_ would be the Environment comm= 
ss itttee that would be taking the | 
ss important initial decisions(pl-_ 













"this Counc, Rosenstiel said 






from CDAP than from any other 
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ment, proposing 3_ 


bour members on CDAP, to the 


tonishment of onlookers, 5 
r councillors Broke group | 
normally considered as 


ting with the 
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onthis = that they could possibly 


3 1s, anal Pel iit in tp Sie, oe ae 
as well as creating a loss , 


_ anning) over the Kite. Against 
that there had been more trouble 


‘When the vote was taken on the _ 


— confid jet ee 
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the Liberals un the next amn- 
endment proposing an extra Lab- 
Our member on another committee. 
To back this up, one Labour coun- 
Ccillor emphasised his difference 
€s with some other members of his 
his Group by speaking out strongl 
ly in favour of Counc. Rosensti- 
€ls's ammendment and declaring his 
his respect for him. On further 
ammendments the Labour Group 
continued to be divided in their 
voting. 


Suspicions that the political 
will of some Labour Councillos 


is flagging over the Kite were 
iricreased after a recent meet- 
ing of the Environment Committ- 
ee on which Labour, together 
with the Liberals, have a ma j- 
ority. Counc. Peter Wright ,dJe- 
puty leader of the Labour Group 
put to the committee a motion 
that the present Grosvenor Est- 
ates planning application 
should be casidered by full 
Council rather than by the 
Tory controlled Development 

. Control Panel - which would be 
the routine proceedure. The 
motion was deteated because 
two Labour Councillors abstain- 
ed. Yet this was an important 
motion since there are grounds 
for rejecting the present plan 


SO much for the importance, 

attatched by Coun Howe to 

the fact that this was the one 
important committee which they 
had not allowed the Tories to, 
control. With Labour Councill- 
Rig peforming in this way, one 


may wonder whether it makes 
any difference if committees 


are Tory controlled or not. 
Yet, at the next GMC meeting 
Counc. Howe said that it was 
Labour’ Group policy to bring 
the planning application to. 
full Council for consideration 
ion.One CouM@€illor said that, | 
in view of the recent perfor-. 

_ Mance on the Environment Comm- - 
ittee, he.wondered how this | 
was going to be engineered, 
and he confronted the abstain- 

‘ers about this - one of whom 

' replied by saying that she - 


|. knew more about it. than he did 


_ and had abstained for reasons 
which were"too technical to oO 
_ into” then. Well, one would 


Shakin thought that she could at 


least make these reasons known © 
_ to other Labour Councillors in 
an attempt to retain at least 
their confidence - even if, 
for whatever reason, she did 
not want to make them public, 
Undestandably, some of the | 
Labour Group may, as well as. 
ing afraid of personal é 


. liability, be afraid of bung- 


ling the future of the Kite 
even if they could end the 


_ present agreement with Gros- | 


venor, in a legally satis- 
_ factory way ees 
+ But the biggest bungle 
: make, 


in themselves, is. 





i 
g 
als to remove the extra over- : 


Amidst all the confusion BOS 
apparent wavering of the ae 
Our group, one thing that § a 
Stands out clearly is that t 
the determination of KCA to 
Oppose the present Grosvenor 
scheme, with or without the 


cooperation of the Council, is 
not weakening in the slightest 


AS a result of a resolution 
from Market Ward Labour Party» 
the City Labour Party set up a 
sub committee which received 
ideas from local and national 
Organisations who have an in- 
terest in the Kite. The sub 


Committee consisting of party 


officers, members and counci- 
llors, submitted a policy 
statement to GMC, 

. The 


statement reaffirms opposition 
to the redevelopment of the 
Kite by a single commercial 
developer, asks councillors 

to investigate the extent to 
which they are restricted by 
personal liability under the _ 
existing contract, and advises 
Labour councillors to withold 
detailed planning permission  —° 
and any other necessary ' ; & 
consent for the scheme until 

two modifications have been E 


MH y00KIs syuowlotoasp yuscoy SET ICIS 


4. 


made in details in the present 
Plan which are not inkeeping 
with the outline planning 
permission granted by the last 
Council. They are: an open 
centre to the development in- 
stead of a closed Mall, prob-— 
ably to be locked at night, as 
presently planned; modificate- 
ion of the new traffic proposa 


leading which they would cause 
on existing roads.(It is hoped 
by those totally opposed to 
the present scheme that these 
modifications will appear reas 
onable enough for councillors 


to be prepared to insist on 


them, while being intolerable g ; 
enough to Grosvenor Estates 8 
to make them want to pull but 4 


of the present deal completely 
a 


- which would solve eveything, 


It is interesting to note how- ¥ 
ever, that, given that the ©. 
Council has lost compulsory . 3 
purchase powers, no mention 


has been made of the house, : 


owned by KCA, which is right > 
in the middle of the proposed 


development area. What are the 


they going to do about that? | 
Build round it?) If Grosvenor 
Estates withdraw, the stateme 
ent goes on to say, a local 
plan should be drawn up which 
includes, amongst other things 
a substantial area for housing 
develppment, retention gf the 
existing buildings and street 
plan, the encouragement of 
small businesses in purpose 
built workshops. The state- 
ment was ammended and. accep- 
ted by GMC and is therefore 
now.Labour Party policy. But 
how much and how many of the 
Labour Group will heed its 
recommendations will remain 
to be seen, though the fact 
that a number of councillors 
were actively involved in 
producing it leaves some 


Foom for optimism. Gwii 





























































THEIR PERSONAL Views OF THE FRUR..... 





This year's Strawberry Fair, the sixth 
went off as well as uSual. Or so it 
seemed to the thousands who flocked 
to it. "Magic" was the reply of one 
t2-year old when I asked him what he 
thought of it; the landlord of the 
Fart St George was similarly pleased 
with what he though by far the best 
organised of the Midsummer Fairs and 
by far the best behaved crowd, Yet 
for me and for many others I have 
spoken to this year's fair was marred 
e a strange mood, an undertone of 
of violence. In piecing all the 
aa fferent stories together I've come 
across a handful of ugly incidents; 
_ * a girl is sent crashing off an 
Be CAN: e and back into hospital 
m whence she had only just come 
a: reasers outside the beer tent 
3 mean as hell and spoiling for 
_and mearly getting into one 
i ase eae Tea Stall -“ere 
aK ling my baby, what 
ut it": the fire- 
| to _change his act so not 


e is hit on the head by 

> no harm done: 
called upon 
eit inte ii ro"; 
ing | 


putting on a free fair is an 
awful lot of work. But always 
for me, it's been matched in, the 
satisfaction of seeing th enjoy- 
ment it creates for so many people 
and the feeling that a day of 
celebration for the radical com- 
munity in Cambridge is not 
entirely ephemeral - it serves 
a function 6f*@elidarity between 
all the alternative groups. And 
the fact that so much of it is 
free makes the fair something a 
bit special to most people, 
particularly when contrasted with 
the standard fair of entertainment 
served up in Cambridge by 
unscrupulous entrepreneurs or a 
tepid council. 


As I see it now, Strawberry Fair 
is being slowly suffocated by 
its own success. There is still a 
tremendous amount of goodwill and 
energy that can go into it but 
as its reputation, which is 
already nationwide, grows,more 
and more of that energy is going 
to have to go into largely negative 
Organisational hassles - like 
back-stage security, chemical toi- 
lets, cleaning up, hassling for 
money, worrrying about rip-offs. 
The original light-heartedness and 
pap eneity which marked the 
early days has all but gone. I 
must admit that for me the actual 
fair was one big hassle, an ugly 
lump in my stomach that didn't die 
down until after midnight when, 
standing around the deserted stage 
area with a few friends sharing a 
smoke, I was able to look around a 
all the beautiful chaos, the 
bottles, tin cans, paper plates, 
tents and straw everywhere, and 


at last feel good about it down 


to my boots. 


Where to now? An extraordinar 

thing to be involved with as it must 
be one of the few r dical, volun- 
tary causes that are not ongoing. 

No one every knows whether anyone 
will get it together next year. 


I'm left with a Slightly bewildered 


feeling of not knowing whether 


_ Cambridge needs or wants another 


Strawberry Fair,. How would all 
the Campaigning groups who had 






Gui. ..... 


I didn't get such a strong 
feeling of violence at the 
Fair. I felt that it went 
pretty well on the whole 

and that what bad feelings 
there were didn't stop a 

lot of people from en jo ing 
themselves - which was fe 
aim. 

There were the usual mistakes, 
unexpected difficulties and 
minor disasters.Arrangements 
to get a jazz band for the 
procession fell through at 
the last minute and we didn't 
get the usual traction eng- 
ine. Though in other respects 
the procession was better than 
last year’s - a new improved 
dragon and more people includ-. 
ing an imaginatively attired 
contingent from the St. Paul's 
Play Centre. The straw bales 
which we had borrowed were 
Completely pulled apart by 
Children - which we should 
have predicted and which meant 
that we had to pay for them as 
well as rake up the straw the 
next day. Though it was sugg- 
ested to us(and we agreed) 
that this was well worth it 
because of the entertainment 
that it provided.(In fact the 
owner of the bales had predict- 
ed this and didn't charge us 
very much). 


However, I did feel that the 
Fair lacked something compared 
to last year. This may have 
been partly due to the differ- 
ent organisation of drama - 
which was my area. This year 
we decided to have the drama 
groups perform out in the open 
- which they are quite happy 
to do, and which, I think, is 
more inkeeping with the spirit 
of a fair - instead of inside 
a dome which cost us £200 to 
hire last year and kept out as 
many people as it allowed in, 
I thought.As it was, we were 
lucky that it didn’t rain but 
I miss judged the need to care- 


fully plan an alternative sett 
-ing - simply knocking up a 
couple of backdrops on the 
morning of the fair: one of 
which was unsuitable and the 
other was taken over for other 
things. 


So the drama groups performed 
whereever they thought best - 
but, unfortunately,didn't get 
very big audiences simply be- 
cause people didn't know where 
were performing.The three 
professional eee ee ee 
ppet gro ve 
Staines hear which I thought 
were really good, and a lot of 
general clowning around during 
the Fair and on the procession 
= dineluding a large bright 
pink policeman directing the 
through the streets, 
which compIetely took the wind 


ne _ out of the sails of the real, 


Pie icemen and women whose 

wows Sob that ‘wae supposed to 
be. Also 1ified music hamp- 
ered the drama more than last 





we had to position 
ifferentiy. The 

waited a long time 
in the music before 








performing. This led to the 
late appearance of part of * 
their show which was also one 
of the more spectacular events 
of the Fair - a giant dragon 
which roamed around gobbling 
up children. 


I thought that what these 
groups did was well worth the 
money that we paid for them. 
But I also felt that this money 
was partly wasted since I got 
the impression that a lot of 
people left the fair thinking 
that there had hardly been any 
drama at ali. 


There was a complaint that some 
bands “weren't allowed to play” 
at the Fair. Well, there are 
always lots more bands asking 
to play than there is time for. 
For example, this year about 

30 rock bands asked to play 

but there was only time for six. 
This is because we start the 
rock music late in the day, 
after the folk music, in order 
to keep a balance between it 
and the rest of the fair which 
we want to provide entertaine 
ment for a wide range of people, 
including children. If we had 
put on all the bands that had 
wanted to play, it would not 
merely have meant turning the 
Fair into an all-day rock con- 
cert.It would have meant turne 
ing it into a two-day rock con- 
cert. We would suggest that 
rock bands who are really keen 
to pley free onthe Common © 
should get together and organ- 
ise their own rock concert - 
which we would give our backing 
to, for what its worth.This is 
not to underestimate the diff- 
iculties that there might be in 
doing this. But it would be 
worth trying. 


We appreciate very much the 
fact that bands and other local 
groups offer to perform free -- 
this is largely what makes the 
Fair what it is - and we do not 
like having to turn down any of 
these offers.As far a I know, 
in no activity apart from music 
requiring amplification, have 
we had to turn down offers to 
perform - and I can't see that 
we would, unless it was some- 
thing very out of keeping with 
the rest of the Fair. We only 
have two or three drama groups 
performing each year - and we 
would welcome more. 


The Council has been preety 
good to us so far. Their depot 
lent us odd things like fencing 
and rakes. The Ammenities and 
Recreation Department has all- 
owed us free use of the Common 
each year so far - though this 
haw to be renegotiated each 
year. This year it seemed part- 
icularly touch and go and we 
had to spend a bit of time per- 
suading them that we should not 
be charged a hiring fee as a : 
commercial fair would have been. 


On the other hand, the Council 
takes a hard line if they get 
even a few complaints. We took 
a risk over noise this year, 
Normally we point the stage 


and speakers towards Jesus 


Green to avoid annoying local 


7 


se 
pecau 
residents. This years a civic 
the Royal Ballet a” neld oF 
Reception were rip 

Jesus Green, we tions 
stage in the other direc ek 
taking a slightly ts. We 
of annoying local resieorenand 
had a strong warning ety 
that annoying either cao of the 
would endanger the futu 

Fair, 






As it is, Council officers 


judge the Fair by what Cae 
hear about it - which usu a 
consists of a few letters were 
Cpmplaint from people who le 
not at the Fair. For exasP +e 
because of about three lette in 
of complaint last. year, they 
sisted that we provide 
toilets this year,at great eX~ 
pense, 


With our limited time anda re~ 
sources, we could néver put on 

a complaint-proof fair.But it 
would be nice if some of people 
who went to the Fair, and en joy~ 
ed it, wrote to the Council (Amm- 
enities and Recreation Depart- 
ment) to say t they thought 
it. was a Sond ai ch the Council 
should continue to support,etc. 


We would also be pleased to 
hear what you thought/think of 
the Fair and any ideas for im- 
proving it. Write to us(Cambri- 
dge Mayday Group) care of 12 
Mill Road or Grapevine - who 
would also welcome a letter/ - 
erticle giving your view of the 
Fair(including contributions to 
the childrens page). 


It cooeeltaiek getting the Fair 
going this year compared to 
last year. There were fewer 
people in theGroup, a higher 
proportion of whom had not had 
the experience of being involy 
ed in organising the Fair in 
previous years.Just one or two 
more people helping to share 
the responsibility would have 
made it much lighter work. 


This year's Fair was the sixth, 
Whether the seventh happens 
will depend initially on wheth- 
er enough people are interested 
in organising it. The composite 
ion of the Mayday Group changes 
quite a bit from year to year ag 
some people drop out and otherg 
come in.We do not know yet how 
many people who were involved 
this year will want to be next 
year. If you are interested in 
sharing responsibility for org- 
anising next year,s Fair, get 
in touch.We generally start 
getting down to business some- 
time after Christmas. 








Po.go- 


At last we have had a chance 
of seeing what the proposed 
development in the Fitzroy/ 
Burleigh Street area may 
look like. Grosvenor House 
in conjunction with the 

city council, layed on an 
exhibiton.in the Guildhall 
for two weeks in which the 
scheme was portrayed by the 
use Of maps, photographs, 
words and a model. Appar- 
ently several hundred people 
a day visited the exhibition 
and filled in a questionatre 
produced by Grosvenor as a 
means Of judging public 
reaction to the proposals. 
It remains to be seen what the 
results of this questionaire 
will be, but it is rather 
unfortunate that it was 
prepared by the developers 
and will be counted and 
analysed by them also, 
hardly a guarantee of 
impartiality. 


What of the plans themselves? 
In short they surpass the 
worst fears of everyone who 
has been opposed to a'‘comp 
rehensive ‘redevelopment. 

The main features being: 


1. An enormous enclosed 
shopping precinct containing 
40 shop units and two very 
large areas to house a super- 
market and a departmental 
store. This in total will 

be several times the size 

of the: present Lion Yard 
Somplex 


GROSVENOR’S 


2. A gigantic multi- 
storey car-park on the site 
of what is now Grafton 
House and directly adjacent 
to houses on Maid's Causeway 
and James Street. 


3. A new bus interchange with 
access from East Road. 


4. No residential accommod- 
ation at all, with the pos-~ 
ible exception of a handful 

of masionettes and even 

these might go to provide room 
for a cinema. 


5. A new pub to replace the 
“Ancient Druids" and The — 
Old English Gentleman” which 
are to be pulled down. 


6. New Square to be returned 
to grass, 


The proposals, which have al- 
ready been overwhelmingly crit- 
icised by the Kite Coordinating 
Council, the Civic Society 

the Liberal and Labour parties 
and very many local residents 
are unacceptable for a number 
of reasons. 


The primary objection is that 
this monolithic block, oblit- 
erating interesting buildings 

and even the pattern of streets 
in the area is totally out of 
harmony with the present char- 
ater of the area. This is one 
of Victorian architecture 
combining houses and small shops. 


Secondly, there is NO provision 
for building houses, despite 
the fact that dozens and dozens 
will have been destroyed to 








make way for this scheme, 

It needs little imagination 
to envisage the atmosphere 
of the precinct at night with 
no-one living in the immedi. 
ae vicinity. A lifeless, 
hostile and silent mausoleu, 
which will attract only 
grafiti and violence. 


Thirdly, there will be an 
enormous increase in the 
amount of traffic attracted 
to the area both by the 
shops themselves and by the 
car-parks and bus interchange, 
This will lead to increased 
congestion in the whole area 
surrounding the Kite and 
bring traffic into the centre 
of town while the whole 
policy of the council's 
should, and has been, to keep 
it out. 


This feature is one that is 
particularly worrying KCC 
who have commisioned a 
professional firm of trans- 
port engineers to conduct 

a traffic survey, the find- 
ings of which are due out 
in August. 


Fourthly, because of the high 
rents which will have to be 
charged, the only shops which 
will be able to afford them 
will be branches of national 
chain stores, such as abound 
in Lion Yard. There are quite 
enough of these characterless 
and impersonal shops around 
already without forcing 
established local ones to 
close down by building a 
haven for more. 


All in all the public- 
ation of the plans 
confirms everyone's 

worst fears and the most 
worrying fact of all is 
that the city council has 
already signed the 
contract with Grosvenor 
Commercial Developments Ltd 
If the council pulls out 
or fails to meet the various 
deadlines for purchasing 
the necessary properties 
they will pick up an enor- 
mous bill for buying back 
all the properties bought 
by Grosvenor. It is to be 
hoped that either the 
Opposition parties, who 
together have a majority 
of votes on the city coun 
cil, can force Grosvenor 
to make very radical alter 
ations to their scheme OF 
that Grosvenor themselves 
will back out faced with 
the obvious unpopularity 
of what they are doing: 


Islay Currie 
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HILE 


How is it possible to be 


responsible about a country which 
is ten thousand miles away? 





The United Kingdom is a nation 
which lives strongly based on 
international trade, Therefore 
our responsibility is to look 
after our long erm possibilities 
to maintain this trade. 


When we trade with a country we 
are trading with the country as 
a whole. All the people are 
directly or indirectly involved 
in these transactions. Then 
the whole business has to be 
satisfactory to the nation as a 
whole. If we do not fulfull 
this condition, sooner or later 
we will get into trouble with 
this nation. We are living in 
a time when the common people 
are awakening. The machine- 
gun is not enough to get and 
maintain political power in 

a nation. And it doesn't 
matter how strong the power 
structure apparently is. We have 


learned these lessons from the 
history of the British Empire 
during this century and yester- 
day from Iran and today from 
Nicaragua. ’ 





whe painful lessons given to us 
by short-sightedness in inter- 


national trade force us to be care~ 


ful in the choice of our partners. 
Easy profit almost always means 
trouble in the long term. 


Obviously, the partner has to 
realise how much he has lost when 


he makes the final accounts. Then 


to initiate new commercial 
links and trade would be very 


difficult. 


Nowadays, we are doing business 


with Chile. Last year, we bought 


around £50,000,000 in goods, main- 
ly copper and the rest in grocer- 
| tes and shoes. 


During 1979 





AGAINST 
& FASCIST 
REGIME 


THE cree 


TRADING WITT 


body thinks that we Cal! 
deceive them, he has to rea 


ise that in 1973, Chile was 

country with the same percentage 

of illiteracy as the U.K. 

10%. They wer' gending to the 

University 30% of each generation 
oe 98% of schoci age children were 
this trade wii be main - ECSU Ta"are siuaying in 
BRUNER G sane SOO sail? European Unive: sit peor Many of 
With a fascist dictatorship them are teaching in niversities 

like Harvard, Cambridge, Imperial 


College of London. he inheritor 
of the Albert Einstein post in 
Princeton is a Chilean, ( yar 
Teitelboim.. The political aware 
ness of the chilean people is 
well Known. As a con lusion we 
can say that they lost their nat- 
ive head-feather a long time ago! 
They are no longer primitives. 


supported by a small group 
of business men, brutally 
imposed 6 years ago. They 
smashed a democratically 
elected government, killed no 
less than 30,000 people, 
expelled from the country no 
less than one tenth of the 
population, put in prison 

no less than 200,000 people, 
expelled from the University 
the best qualified professors 
destroyed the national 
industrial development and 


The responsibility for Chile is 
a matter for the Chilean people 
but OUR responsibility ts to the 
UK and we have to be very careful 


smashed the agricultural care 

output. Why? Because they not to damage future possibilities 

are trying to put back of trade because of a short-sighted 
policy. 


history,making a new colonial 
country, producing only raw __ 


materials. That is why we now have to cut com- 


mercial links with the chilean 
fascist government, That is our 
business and the business of our 
children. 
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But what was the answer from 


the Chilean people? After a ~* 
penne of retreat under these 
erocious repressive conditi oe 
they began to fight. Two Saas 
years ago they went on an - 
credible hunger strike in a 
Santiago. This was the turn- 


wlerehe 


ere set up against the 
gime. e main point 
these demmneteani ann is era 
increasing strength and the» 
width of the social involvement 
of them, Nowadays, no less 

an 90% of the population are 
against the Government. The 


last demonstraion WwW oo 
as o = 
hundred thousand eorteri te | “a 
tne reek Streets celebrating See 
: S a concl 
can say that the Boor = C =) 
‘Senses 


Chile will win in their 


struggle against 
dictatorship. the fascist 
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The phic Committee for Human 
Rights gave out a leaflet to 
people attending the Annual 
church service of Lloyds Bank, 
at St. Michael's church in 
London on May 8th this year. 
Part of the leaflet read as 
follows: 


"Since early 1977 Lloyds Bank 
International, a subsidiary of 
Lloyds Bank, have been involved 
in making loans to the Chilean 
military Junta, which have 
amounted to well over 200 
million dollars (US). 


Such international loans are a 
vital element in helping the 
Junta to remain in power. The 
Junta has stated that in bring- 
ing about its economic policies 
over one third of total planned 
investment in the 1974-1980 
development plan will have to 
come from foreign sources. 


In the 5% years since it seized 
power this military dictator- 
ship, which Lloyds is financially 
supporting, has implemented 
vicious tactics, repeatedly 
condemned by the United Nations, 
which have resulted in: 


_ = over 30,000 dead 
- 2,500 disappeared 
1000's tortured and imprisoned 
Press censorship 
one million people fleeing 
from Chile 
80% child malnutrition in 
shanty towns 
- 124% unemployment, 75% in 
certain areas 
a - severe repression of trade 
- union rights 
a Lioyds bears direct responsi- 
f bility for the oppression in 
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the Organiser, 

Chile Committee for Human Rights 
1, Cambridge Terrace, : 
London, N.W.1, 






Your reference: 
Our reference : 






EMS/BB 
9th. May, 1979. 










Dear Sir, 





I am most grateful for the illiterate 


agphlet 
I entered St. Michael's Church pasphiet handed to se as 


yesterday evening. 






I was previously unaware of the extent of this B ' 
ment 
pweenere ene ee eecegnted to have this lafereatiens Fbhtgbbesee p= 
wholehearte approve of th 
anti Marxist Government. coer a6 Support, for. the preews 


Yours fesatguliy, eee 


a Z 
Mele Aq 
7 


E.M. Saith 
Manager. 










New threat to 
_ SN St.Matthews 


ae The CCHR received the following 


Officers in the Planning Dept. 
at Shire Hall, who for a long 
time have been telling sesi- 
dents that they will try and 


9 letter from the manager of the encourage D. and H. to move, 
ie City Trust Branch of Lloyds: ‘ a\GN are now actually hindering 
A = ate NE ar'\ such a move - just when it is 
. Dea , ( most needed. They are recomm- 
I am most grateful for the “af _— — ending to South Cambs. District 











‘Council that they refuse D. and 
H. planning permission for their 
new site, 


Can you ever win? Well, the 
residents in St. Matthews have 
done pretty well so far. ... 


illiterate pamphlet handed to me 
as I entered St. Michael's 
Church yesterday evening. 

I was previously unaware of the 
extent of this Bank's involve- 
ment in Chile, and was delighted 
to have this information. As a 
committed Christian, I whole- 
heartedly approve of this support 
for the present anti Marxist 
Governmen 


With the backing of local Labour 
Councillors, a new campaign is 
being planned in St. Matthews, 

a residential area of narrow 
streets between East Road and 


Mill Road. Stop Press 


A recent sustained protest in The planning application was 










Yours faithfully, 
E.M. Smith 
Manager” 

CCHR comment: 


x “We wonder if all Christians 


agree in the support of an anti 
Marxist Government which has 


forced one tenth of Chile's. 


refu ed to declare the position 

#500 disappeared prisoners. 
» ask all Christians you 

© do not agree with Mr. 

cee. tp the Chairman 

ee YS en , 8 eremy 
















the area stopped a plan to 
build nine new factories in 
Ainsworth St. The factories 
would have meant an intolerable 

number of large lorries travel- 
ling through the area. 


The latest threat comes from D. 
and H., engineering contractors 
in Hooper St. D. and H. are 
planning to replace their pre- 
gent 12 ton trucks with 30 
tonne monsters. Residents are 
already harassed by heavy lorries 
thundering through their tiny 
streets to the few industrial 
sites badly situated on the out 
skirts of the area, 

. they need bigger 
Das ce fl in business, But 
they also want to move to a 
site near the Northern By-Pass - 
an ideal site, for which they 
have already bought the land. 


refused. But the campaign, which 

produced a pile of letters and a 

petition of 345 signatures to the 
council, had the effect of making 
council officers take active | 
steps to seek out an alternative 

site for D. and H. 
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Neighbourhood groups are a way 


in which people in a community 
can work together for each 
other. They increase contact 
between the people of one local 
area. They enable people to 
support each other in practical 
ways, such as babysitting and 
emer help; and they break 
@own social isolation and lone- 
liness, especially of mothers 
and old people. 
Several Neighbourhocd Groups in 
Cambridge are working to achieve 
this intra-community care. The 
Cherry Hinton N.G., run by 
Marion Martin, 9 Orchard Egtate, 
ovides practical help and 
tertainment in a growing net- 
work of mutually supportive 
people. The St. Martine Church 
Centre on Suez Road in Romsey 
Town runs a pensioners luncheon 
club and a Mother and Toddler 
Club. The Priory Residents Aza’n, 
although battling with a diffi- 
cult building and so unabie to 


_ provide much for old people, 


aleo runs a toddlers club and 
has special social events. 
Neighbourhood groups can aiso 
act as effective pressure 
groupe to EL for the social 
























residents were amazed at the 
change in "official" attitude 
to their opposition once they 
had formed a group, 


The Cambridge Community Council 
base set up a working party on : 
aeighbourheod groups. The aim 16 
wk “wip existing N.G.e in any 
way possible, to increase con~ 
tact between these groups 8° 
that they exchange ideas and 
experience, and to help new 
groupe to start. Possible ways 
to achieve these aims were dis- 
cussed at a meeting between the 
working party and some Neigh- 
bourhood groups on Monday 25 June. 


In essence these groups must be 
informal, spontaneous and self- 
motivated. The working party 
recognises that it mst not 
simply tie the groups up in a 
web of bureaucracy. But in the 
meeting it wae decided that 

the working party might be able 
to help groups financially by 
pressing for the getting up of 
an intermediate funding body. 
Tis would be responsiblefor 

the detailed allocation of 
Council money to N.G.s for 
equipment and administration. It 
would hopefully be more in touch 
with the needs cf such groups, 
as it would include group re- 
presentatives. The working party 
will also produce a “recipe 
book" on existing groups and 

how they started. 


Uitimately these groups must 
start apontaneously and run 
thenselves independently. But 
advice from other groups and 
improved financial assistance 
could ease this process. 


4 
Another meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 16th October, 7.45, 
probably at the Wesley Church 
Mall, King 5t. It will be a 
opportunity for people 
nterested in increasing the 
grass-roots care and involve- 
ment in their neighbourhood 
to learn about how to, ard to 
share their ideas and experie- 
nce, Anyone is welcome, 


‘1, Sylvester Rd., Cambr id ge 


from the Third World, In the 
lovely surroundings of 
’ 


92. “Top Managers” from 
‘Nigeria a Speciality, 
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CENTRE FOR MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT 


§ Week Courses for “Top Managers” 





"Any day now, any day now. 
J shall be released” 
The Band 


For many people in prison 
abroad the words of this 
gong would seem pitifully op- 
timistic. They are in prison 
for life in places where life 
means just that; or they have 
long sentences for relatively 
trivial offences. 


Earlier this year the National 
Council for the Welfare of 
Prisoners abroad was formed. 
The initiative came fron 
Release, the alternative vel- 
fare organigation based in 
London. The council will try 
to help people serving out long 
sentences in countries other 
than their own. 


Already one celebrated case 
has been well publicised: that 
of Danny de Souga, a Londoner 
in Istanbul who has a long 
sentence for hash smuggling. 
Danny has suffered grievous 
maltreatment at the hands of 
the prison authorities. There 
are many Others like hin, 
whose governments refuse to 
take them home to serve their 


sentences (possible in many 
‘countries), or to grant them 


adid for food and medicine. 


I am interested in forming 

@ group in Cambridge in the 
autumn to help some of these 
pecple. NCWPA have sent me 
details of two cases: one of 

a Pakistani in prison with 
Danny, suffering from cancer 
and serving a life sentence 
for possessing one kilogram 
of cannabis, who urgently 
needa money; another of a 
BoENg married Briton who is 
serving ten years in Spain 
for 27 kg, and who needs books 
and magazines in mglish to 
keep him busy and out of trouble. 


I need the help of G 

readers if I am to P se 
People: old books and maga- 
tines (likely to pass Spanish 
censore), volunteers of spon- 
sorship, small contributions 
for posting parcels of books, 
someone to translate letters 
into Urdu, and especiall 
people with ideas for raising 
money and acting on these caee# 
(the “pressure group” work is 
Gone from London, but writing 
to MP's could be useful). 


Anyone who feels able to help 
how, or who can offer assist- 


ance in the autumn, please con 


fact me. Remember - it could 
be one of your friends next.-! 


Pat Ballin 
Selwyn Colleg@ 


PHOTOGRAPHY in the 
COMMUNITY 





The St Matthews Photo Workshop 


The St. Matthew's Photo Workshop was formed 
in September 1978, 
Following an item in our local newsletter 
Bewsheet’ a group of people interested in 
photography and living in or around the St. 
Matthew's General Improvement Area got 
together to discuss the possibility of start— 
ing & community photographic project. The 
initial group of six people has now settled 
down to four, omly two of whom were in the 
Original group. Of the four only two earn 
= living from full-time photographic 
worst. 


Before looking at this partioular project it 
may be useful to briefly consider the general 
mature of community photography. The type 
of work currently being undertaken in various 
parts of the country usually falls into one 
of three categories: 
(4) Altermtive photojournalion — where 
freelance photographers work with self- 
help organisations, pressure groups, 
Oharities, and the alternative press. 
The method of working differs little 
from that of commercial photojournalis 
exoept that the photographer usually 
aympathises. with - and wishes to use 
his skills for the benefit of - partio- 
wlar social or politicel ideals. 
Community doounentary - where a photo 
grepher works within a well defined 
locality in an attempt to reoord all 
facets of the community. Projects 
much as this are usually spread over a 
leng peried. The photogrepher ideally 
lives in the ares and builds up « strong 
personal relationship with his/her 
subjects. Problems often encountered 
are the demands meade by local people 
for prints and the varying opinions 
over what is or isn't an acceptable 
portrayal of people or events. Even if 
a photographer is very syapethetio to 
subjects in principle, when it 
gets down to details a lot of differ 


4 ences can surface. 
(444) Bducasd 
where 


(44) 


onal and ‘'DIY' photography - 

the sim is to provide a photo- 
gxtphioc resource for the community in 
the form of equipment, darkrooms, and 
teaching or access to a photogrephers 
service. The emphasis is on getting 
people with little or no photographic 
to use the medium for then- 


BY 


- oriimary people the main subjects, 








The social record side is conoerned with 
local community cotivity such as schools, 
playgroups, fund-reising events, old peoples 
Clubs, and events at the Bath House Neigh- 
bourhood Centre. The work sometimes borders 
on the photojournalistic, for example in the 
coverage of the local road-closure campaign 
featuring a sreet maroh by residents and a 
demonstration outside the Guildhall before 
the Council meeting. The continuing problesm 
of heavy treffio using the streets for ind- 
ustrial access has also been covered and the 
pictures used in support of the cagpaign to 
move out the firms conoerned. 


The commercial documentary is concerned with 
recording the variuos local businesses. 
There are many small shops such as bakers, 
butehers, ocyole and shoe repairers, grocers 
em generel stores which have been in the 
area for many years. Of course in the past 
there were many more, sadly forced to close 
during the supermarket era, and no record 
exists of their presence or the tremendous 
contribution they made to the community. 

It is surprising thing how soon people for 
get everyday things. Ask someone what was 
at the bottom of their street a few years 
ego and they find it hard to remenxber, 
Although they experienced the loss - and 
possibly demolition - of a particular aa- 
enity the memory is soon lost. We think 
that a sense of immediate history is very 
important in any area and that a reoord of 
things wach taken for granted could prove 

of immense value should they at any time be 
threatened. 

We are also hoping to cover some of the more 
specialised firms in the area. Gwydir 
Street slone has two separate harpsichord 
makers, there is also an organ builder, 
printers, electronics firms, gsreges and 
many more. Recording these, and displaying 
the prints ase publicly as possible, may help 
to forge links between the firms and the 
people that live around them. People like 
to know what's going on, especially on their 
doorstep. On a purely educational level, 
detailed coverage of perticular trades could 
provide material for slide shows and talks 
in local schools. 

We would like to extend the social document- 
ation to include interviews with the people 
photographed, Many of the older residents 
have lived in the ares most or all of their 
lives and quite possibly renk among the 
City's oldest inhabitants, The area has, 
up until the lest few years been predomin- 
ately working class. The digproportionate 
prices beimg asked for the old houses 
now mean that the entire social structure of 
the community is changing. The older resi- 
dente have many a story to tell and we think 
these should be recorded. 
ested to heer from anyone keen on working 
with us on this. 


Architecturelly we are trying to record the 
changing face of the generse] improvement 
area. With such large scale ‘modernisation 
and improvement’ the charecter of the 
streets is becoming irrevocably altered; 
fine architecture] detail is in danger 
of dise As an example, the removal 
h louvred, casement, or ‘Georgian’ types 
. ae ye garter Fp 
oo ) non-uniformity of the 


We would be inter- funds are 


There may be no point in preserving the pure 
Victorian facade out of some misplaced sense 
of mostalgia or ‘quaintness'’ but at least by 
making people aware of the small, often 
attractive features that add to the charéo- 
ter of the area they may think before e= 
barking on extensive alteration. 


In ell aspects of project work we set our~ 
selves, and try to work towards, high stan- 
dards, This doesn't mean that any picture 
that fails to reach some particular degree 
of technical or aesthetic excellence is 
immediately discarded bat every effort is 
put into producing good, olear, informative 
prints. Sometimes images can be produced 
that stand on their own as fine photographs. 
These can give immense personal satisfaction 
and hopefully please a lot of others as well 
but are not an end in themselves. Working 
on the project is always enjoyable and a 
oontinuing educational process photograph- 
doally, socially and culturelly. 
The whole thing is of course worthless 
unless it is accessible to the community 
it serves and to the public at large. We 
have been granted a two week exhibition in 
the Central Library, Lion Yard, during 
Septeaber. This will be in the actual lend- 
ing library section and should reach a large 
audience. We hope then to be able to bring 
it into the area, either to the Bath House 
or to Mill Road Librery. All the work is 
also being made available to the Cambridge- 
shire Collection archive. 
The Cambridgeshire Collection has very 
little in the wey of visual reoords of St. 
Matthews and it was this that prompted a 
local appeal for old photographs. Severel 
turned up, inoluding some real finds such 
as a picture of the International Womens 
Co-operetive Guild, in full national cos- 
tume, at the Alex Wood Hall (date unknown) 
and a postcard of the old house that onoe 
stood on the Bath House site (1908). We 
hope that the Central Library exhibition 
will reach a lot of people who used to live 
in the area and who may have more pictures 
to add to the collection. 
Perhaps the ultimate aim of the photo work- 
shop is to provide just that —- a faoility at 
the Bath House for people to come and use 
photogrephy in whatever form and for what—- 
ever purpose choose. The main ethos 
behind the scheme has already been out— 
lined. By enoouraging self-help groups to 
use photography to further their cause and 
by holding informal practical and theoreti- 
coal workshops we hope to educate more people 
into s general awareness of the power of the 
photograph. To do this we need to set up 
a reasonably well equipped darkroom and as 
pretty well sero at present some 
concerted money raising is newied coupled 
with appeals for donations of equipment, 
If anyone is interested in the project - 
even if you don't live in the St. Matthew's 
ares - please contact us through the Bath 
House, Gwydir Street. 
It would be nice if enough people were 
imvolved to throw the projeot open to cover 
other parte of Casbridge. There are prob- 
ably more miles of film exposed here than 
elee outside London. It would be 
¢o think that some of it was being 
to better use than just another slide 














Over 14 million children in 

Britain live in one-parent families 
There are 750,000 one-parent families 
(that's one in nine of all families) 


They are the lar 

of families in Peter o A 
sixty per cent of the children in 
the care of local authorities are 
from one-parent families, 


In 1969 the Government se 

Committee under the ona tee ee 

of Sir Morris Finer to look into the 
difficulties and needs of lone 
parents and their children. 


The Committee's two-volume report 
published in July 1974, nightieneed.. 
the main problems facing one-parent 
families and made 230 recommenda- 
tions which, if implmeented, would 
transform their lives. 


1. Low Incomes 


Nearly half one-parent families are 
living on Supplementary Benefit. 


Seven out of eight lone parents are 
women , unable to find jobs which pay 
a living wage or offer suitable 
hours. 


On average, one-parent families have 
an income of half the averdge two- 
parent family income. 


To tackle the problem of low incomes 
among one-parent families the Finer 
Committee recommended a special cash 
allowance, some improvements to the 
Supplementary Benefit Scheme, and 
improvements in the system of collec- 
tion and payment of maintenance. None 
of the major proposals have been 
implemented. 


2. Lack of Day Care for Children 


The number of day nurseries has 
declined dramatically since the 
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The Finer Committee recommended 
improved and extended day-care 
facilities, including a greater 
choice of provision. 


3. Poor Housing 


More than half the number of home- 
less families with children are one- 
parent families. 


Many one-parent families share 
accommodation with relatives or 
friends. 


Local authority housing allocation 
policies often discriminate against 
one-parent families in points schemes 
and residence qualifications. 


Only 17% of lone mothers, compared with 
53% of all families, are owner-occupiers. 


The Finer Committee said "A good and 
secure home is essential to successful 
family life. There is an important 
sense in which this holds particularly 
true for one-parent families, in that 
the presence or absence of adequate 
housing conditions may well tip the 
balance on whether such families sur 
mount Or succumb to the financial and 
social handicaps from which they are 
apt to suffer". Housing is the 
largest Single problem of one-parent 
families after income. The Finer 
Committee's recommendations included 
changes in the law relating to the 
matrimonial home and an end to dis- 
peinenayion in local authority hous- 
ees oe One-parent families 
we in the worst housing, 


especially in privat ed 
e ? 
accommodation. pra ent 
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One Parent Families 


(tent 'd) 


Ms k, is a single parent 
living in a 10" x 10° bedsit 
| with her 9 month old son. The 
ns theme running through my talks 
+ with MS A is one of constant 
eh, battle with authorities and the 
: feeling that one is alonewith the 
| problem of bringing up a child 
on social security, and alone. 
| It is true that there is no 

government body to help such 

people and considering that 1 
Wi family in 9 is a one parent 
family, this is a very unbalanced 
state of affairs. 
















































The Social Worker in the hospital 
offered advice on adoption and 
to help to arrange adoptive 
parents. Possibly a positive s 
step, but had she decided on this 
course of action, it would not 
have been supported by removing 
the mother to a ward where there 
were no babies; she would still 
have to feed and look after the 
child during her hospital stay, 
by which time, a strong bond 

. would have been formed. 


Before the baby was born was a 
time for finding out her rights 
and what grants were available. 
Jes She worked for 8 months and then 
ss received 6 weeks maternity grant 
_-~-——-- fron her job.. On top of this, 
_-—s She earned £22 a week for six 
ss weeks - a wage related benefit - 
and then had to wait for 6 weeks 
Bet Siacent car any money , before being 
_ eligible for SS!!! She also 
received a lump sum of £25 on the 
birth of the baby - most of which 
. was spent on nappies alone! 
Dee 
a. stated Cargo ical sy, 
that the biggest problem for 
- gle parents is a financial one. 
> certainly had no support from 
al ithorities and had to find 
a entitlements herself - 

pasy at a time of great 
% 


ee 


| Ne kL is living 
apes hardly suitable 

n for a growing . 
on the council 
at rece: ived no 


Her doctor and health visitor 
were also not very helpful 

- the health visitor, possibly 
in good faith, but totally 

out of touch with the reality 
of the situation, was giving 
her advice on diet, nutrition 
and hair-dos!! - with about 

£4 a week for food for herself 
and the baby, this was totally 
irrelevant. She was trying to 
breast-feed, living mainly on 
Guinness and potato soup! When 
the maternity grant ceased, 
nobody from the DHSS came to 
visit her. She was not eligible 
for unemployment benefit and so 
received her pittance on SS. 

To make matters worse, the child 
benefit she receives is taken 
off her SS cheque. If she was 
married or working, the child 
benefit would not be taken off 
whereas on SS, the allowance is 
considered as INCOME and there- 
fore deducted. The only other 
allowance is 1 free pinta a day 
plus free visits to the baby 
Clinic for check ups etc. She 
has free prescriptions and free 
dental treatment and glasses. 


During the winter was the worst 
time for her and she feared the 
baby might die of cold or 
malnutrition. She even consid- 
ered having the baby put into care 
until she could be re-housed, but 
was advised against this by a 
social worker, as, if she no longer 
had the child to look after, there 
would be no need for her to be 
rehoused. As soon as the child 
was taken into care, she was warnd, 
she would no longer have any rights 
over the child and it could take 
months of emotional anguish to 
regains possession of him. This 

in fact, is NOT the legal pesition 
but in practice, this is wWeat has 
been known to happen. 


One other thing Ms k pointed out 
was that advice is needed before 
going to claim at the DHSS. When 
she went, she was bombarded with 
humiliating questions on the 
father's identity, obviously so 
that the DHSS would have to pay 
her less if the father cold be 
found and made to pay maintenance. 
She was asked questions on how 
and where they met, what he looks 
like, how long their relationship 
lasted, even the colour of his 
eyes and his nationality and accent! 
All these fired at one, ina 


highly emotional state at a very 


he 


vulneralbe time -NOT a very 
pleasant experience. 


Legally, one is not obliged to 
ao ea thebh questions but this 
fact is not well publicised and 
not likely to be known by the 
Sorerpetay ike caine of the DHSS 
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. 
: oe Since Feburary, five young children 
| aged 5 to 8 have been learning in 
a very different way to the one in 


a) i From this non-competitive and 
i relaxed atmosphere we watch strong 
happy and confident human beings 


7 
5) 
i ~ which most of us were brought up. 
» 
emerging. 


But, but, but..... wont they just 
RUN WILD?? 


NO! This is an adult fear based on 

our own unhappy experiences in 

ASN school. There is a lot of noise and 

Hf fun and games. Just as there should 

be. There are also quiet times with 

books and numbers. And learning 
projects that go on for days or weeks. 
Flint, seeds, flowers, pin-hole 
cameras, Clay, fossils, flags and 

pond-life have been avidly explored. 


it is learnt that matters most. They 
| learn because they want to, not 
ca) because they're scared of us. We 
ahd. don't force them when the job of dis- 
tnt covery has gone. Our school is a 
happy place. If you agree that we 
if. can decrease the craziness of adults 
é { by increasing the happiness of schools, 
Ya then join in the free school. We 
. need workers, we need money and we'd 
love more young people. 


} | Foca: ; 
| | But it is not what is learn but HOW 
; 
, 
i 
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65 Victoria Road 


] CONTACT: Susan Rothenberg or Mik Moore 
{ Phone 52813 
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Thies page ise heped to be a 
pretty comprehensive guide to 
Radicel/Community/Alternative 
groups in Cambridge 


If there are any edditions or 
corrections to be made, please 
let us know at 41A Fitzroy 


in the next issue. 


Anti-Apartbeid 
Hilary Perraton 
247 Hills Road 


_  Amensty Internstionel 
Cfo Mr R Fairbairne 

298 Coldhems Lane 
43329 


‘University Group 
c/o Liz Wallis 
Newnhes 


er gn for Homosexuel 
wality (CHE) 
ane. reg Ehristin Oemald 


Street, so they can be included 


- Pressure Groups 


Cembridge women's Liberetion 
Newsletter - to subscribe, write 
to the Newsletter Group at the 
women's centre. To help produce 
it, there is a meeting at 8.30 
on the first Mondays efter the 
Generel Meeting. 


Pregnancy Testing Sessions 
Saturdeys 10 = 11.30em vt 
the women's centre. Tests 
ere free and confidential. 
Bring an eerly morning urine 


seaple 


Women end Education 

For women interested in 
defining end fighting sexiem 
in schools and education 
generally. Centect Christine 
- 56344 


Compulsive Eating Group 
Contact Prudence 50757 


Women Artiste Group 
Contect Julie 8all =- 62787 


Cambridge women's Aid 
Audrey 60243 
er Dore 43706 


Netional Abortion Campaign 
Mests weekly to cempsign for 
abortion on demend 


Keren 52003 or Kete 62724 


Politics 


All Cambridge Cempeign 


| Against Racism and Feeiss 


( ACCARAF ) 


end Rock Againat Reci om 


RAR) 
c/0 Dave AMnett 


3 Darwin College 
Sees aaa 


evey whi lunch 


Trades Council 
Ren Rolph 

5 Forest Rosd 
Cherry Hinton 
44438 


Trades Union Congress 
(Tuc) 
East Anglian Regional Counci) 
119 Newmarket Road 
676-1 


Help & Advice 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel Peter 
Seffron Wealden 23214 


Citizens Advice Bureey 
Mr Michael Savage 
31 @egent Terrece 


Claimants Union 

Helpful end sympathetic 
advice for claimats by 
Claimants 2 <- 5 pm at the 
Beth House Gwydir Street 
Tel. 312800 or contact 
len at 68329 


Comaunity Education 
June O’Brien 

Shire Hall 

58611 ext 412 


Comm nity Relations Council 
The Bath Houvee 

Gwydir Street 

60333 


Cyreniene Ltd 
Willis Sugg 

4 Short Street 
67797 


Friend 
Befriends Lonely Homo sexuelle 
John = 95=41971 


Gingerbreed 

A national organisation 
of e@ngle parent femiliee 
Frankie Johneon 

2 Petersfield tel. 52927 
or HLR Wood 

41 New Road 

Heslingfie&d 870961 


Squattere Group 


Isley Currie 


41A Fitzroy St 


Housing Advice Centre 
thee Guildhall 


‘Park Street Rasicents Aan 


BIRECTORY OF GROUPS 


rridays 
6 - 7 pm Citizens Advice 
Bureau 


Saturdays 
10 = 1 pm 
Citizens Advice Buresap 


Semaritens 

1 Parker Street 
56420 

Emergency No. 64455 


Save the Children’s Fund 
Cambridge Pro ject 

David Green -Overstreem Hse 
Victoria Avenue 50967 


Student Community Action 
Romilly Gregory 

3 Round Church St 

$0365 


Yeuth Actien 
Fréncie@ Weedwaerd 
1 Benet Plece 
Lenefield Reed 
56549 


Others 


British Seeiety for Socie) 
Responsibility in Science - 


Computer Group 
c/o Nick Gil) 
5 Melifsx Road 


Politics of Food Group 
Jonothan Jones 

353 Huntingden Roed 
Tel 64472 


Buddhist Sesiety 
Jene Giddings 

17 Belvoir Roed 
Tel. 60325 


The Free School 
Suse Rohlenberg 
6S Victories Road 
Tel 52813 


ewish Residents Assn 
haron Blaukopf, 
6 Perne Avenue 


Society for Promating 
Pagan Knowledge 

'"Pegen Beot' 

Mitre Pub . 

Bridge Street Spe onwards 


he 


last Wednesd. y of the month ns 
c/o PO Box 146 Finchingfield = | 
 Breintree, esen: 


Mrs Knight 
26 Park Parede 53804 
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